
Week 8 – Parables of Lostness
(Preview)

Day 1: Context

 Read Luke 15

1. To whom was Jesus speaking (you may have to look before Luke 15 to determine 
everyone that was there)?

2. When Jesus told these parables, to what was he reacting? About what were the 
Pharisees and scribes grumbling?

3. What do the attitudes of the Pharisees and scribes, and Jesus' reaction to them, infer 
on the general meaning of the parables that follow?

Day 2: The Lost Sheep & The Lost Coin

Read Matthew Luke 15:2-10

1. Summarize the parable of The Lost Sheep.

2. Summarize the parable of The Lost Coin.

3. What do these parables teach about repentance? Are these parables describing the 
repentance of individual sins or of a different repentance? Explain.



Day 3: The Prodigal Son

Read Luke 15:11-32 

1. Summarize this parable.

2. Describe the younger son. What was his sin? How was he reconciled to his father?

3. Describe the older son. What was his sin? Why was he not reconciled to his father?

4. Describe the father. Do you consider his treatment of his two sons fair? What was 
most important to him?

Day 4: The Gospel

Read Luke 15:11-32 

1. This parable is rife with gospel parallels. In fact, the gospel is the primary real-world 
object about which Jesus is speaking. Describe the ways in which this parable and 
the gospel are similar.

2. Suppose you were looking for a “moral-of-the-story” for this parable. What would it 
be? How is this different from your answer to question 1?



3. How does this parable describe the kingdom?

Day 5: Repentance

Read Luke 15

1. What do these parables reveal about God's desire for repentance and His diligence in 
seeking it from those who are lost?

2. Do you normally equate a sinner's repentance with rejoicing in heaven? What about 
your repentance? Why or why not?


