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Trinity Grace Church (PCA) 
 
          To the Glory of God… 
          …and the Good of the People 

The Parables of Jesus 
Parables about Discipleship 

The Parable of The Two Builders (Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49) 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 

 
 In Ephesians 4:1, after Paul, in the 
first three chapters, had laid out the glories 
of the gospel (the wonderful, precious work 
of God through His Son, Jesus Christ), he 
says, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, 
urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.”  The Apostle Paul has no 
problem at all calling believers to walk in a 
manner worthy of their calling.  We see this 
reality over and over again in the 
Scriptures – commands for living; not as a 
means of salvation or justification, but as 
part of discipleship.  They are ways that 
one claiming to love Jesus Christ should 
live.   
 We often shy away from words such 
as “should” or “obey” or even 
“discipleship.”  In our desire to uphold the 
grace of God in salvation, I think we 
sometimes fear any speak of the law of 
God.  And yet, to do so, is to deny the 
reality of the power of the Spirit within the 
lives of those whose hearts have been 
changed.  We need not fear the law, for we 
have been set free from its demands as a 
means of salvation.  We can now see it in 
its fullness and we may now apply it in that 
third sense - a guide for holy living.  So to 
be clear, and so that we might hear and 
heed the Word of God correctly, when we 
speak of discipleship, it is just that – the 
way of life of one who IS a disciple.  It is 
not how to become a disciple.  It is not how 
to earn one’s standing before God.  It is 
simply this – now that one IS in right 
standing before God, he or she is called to 
live in a manner worthy of that calling.  
Here then, we begin Parables about 
Discipleship.  We will cover four of them; 

two of which will be covered in this lesson:  
The Parable of the Two Builders and The 
Parable of the Good Samaritan. 
 Sometimes there are those things 
that are just simply simple.   The Parable of 
the Two Builders (Read Matthew 7:24-27 
and Luke 6:47-49) is one of those things.  It 
is found, with variations, in both Matthew 
and Luke.  While Matthew’s account uses 
rock and sand as the contrasting places on 
which to build, Luke’s account uses a 
foundation in rock verses no foundation as 
the contrast.  There are other variations as 
well but the purpose and meaning of the 
parable in both accounts couldn’t be 
simpler; for after all, Jesus explains it 
plainly.  In short, the one who listens and 
does the word of God is like the wise man 
who built with a solid foundation (rock) but 
the one who hears and does not do them is 
like the fool who builds a house on no 
foundation (sand).  The obvious question 
then is this:  which one are you?  Are you 
the wise or the foolish?   
 Important to the context in both 
Matthew and Luke is the fact that this 
parable comes at the end of what we call the 
Sermon on the Mount.  Just before Jesus 
told this parable, He had been speaking 
about the reality of fruit bearing.  That is to 
say, a good tree bears good fruit and a bad 
tree bears bad fruit.  In Matthew, the 
parable is preceded by Jesus saying, “I 
never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.”  And in the Luke 
account, the parable begins with Jesus 
asking, “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
and not do what I tell you?”   
 It is plain and clear from the context 
that this parable is speaking about 
obedience to the Word of God.  The wise 
man obeys and the foolish man hears, but 
does not obey.  And as Jesus has so clearly 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

stated, the one who does not do what He 
says has no right to call him, “Lord, Lord.”  
If that were the case, if Jesus were Lord, 
then that man would do what his Lord 
commanded.  It really is as simple as that.  
And moreover, those that even prophecy in 
His name and say, “Lord, Lord” and yet do 
not do the will of His Father who is in 
heaven will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  Jesus will say, “I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness” 
(Matthew 7:23).  Again, Jesus is not teaching 
a works righteousness here.  He is not even 
teaching that believers, once converted, are 
perfected this side of glory.  He is not 
arguing that if a believer sins then he is 
disqualified from the kingdom of heaven. 
That is clear from so many places in the New 
Testament.  Jesus is teaching nothing 
different than Paul.  Jesus is teaching 
nothing different than James.  So often, 
there is seen a contradiction between Paul 
and James or Jesus and Paul – Paul 
preaching free grace while James and Jesus 
seem to be teaching a faith plus works.  NOT 
AT ALL.   
 The reality is that James and Jesus 
are fleshing out what Paul says when he 
says, “to live in a manner worthy of your 
calling.”  None of them would argue that 
true faith means “no change.”  Paul uses the 
terms such as “put off the old” and “put on 
the new”  (Colossians 3; Ephesians 4) while 
James uses words such as “What good is it, 
my brothers, if someone says he has faith 
but does not have works?  Can that faith 
save him”  (James 2)?  Jesus says, “Why do 
you call me, ‘Lord, Lord’ and not do what I 
tell you?” (Luke 6:46) while James says, 
“You believe that God is one; you do well.  
Even the demons believe – and shudder” 
(James 2:19)!  True faith results in action; it 
results in a changed heart and life.  This is 
what we call, “conversion.”   
 Believers still struggle with sin 
(Romans 7) but their heart’s desire and 
passion have been changed – from the 
things of the flesh to the things of Christ.  So 
then, back to the parable….only a fool places 

their hope in a mere profession.  The 
profession is not the ground of one’s 
justification.  It is Christ and His 
righteousness – and that reality results in 
hearing and heeding the word of God.  To 
the Jews, while they wouldn’t have liked 
the application of this nor the one speaking 
it, they certainly would have understood 
the connection between hearing and doing.  
To them, they are one and the same.  To 
“hear” is to “obey”.  As a matter of fact, in 
the Hebrew, the word for “to hear,” 
“shema,” is also the word for “to obey.”  
They are the same words – to hear IS to 
obey.  It is foolish to hear the Word of God 
and not obey it.  It is good for us to 
remember that the Word of God ALWAYS 
has its intended affect.  The Lord through 
Isaiah says, “So shall my word be that goes 
out from my mouth; it shall not return to 
me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).  
Sometimes this is blessing and sometimes 
it is cursing but it always accomplishes that 
for which it was sent.  It would be foolish to 
act as if one could simply hear it with no 
required response.  It demands a response.   
 Those who hear the Word of God 
but do not do will be destroyed as the 
house built upon the sand.  Those who hear 
and do will persevere and live – simple. 
 The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Read Luke 10:25-37) is a well-known 
parable addressing and explaining Old 
Testament Scripture.  The Jewish lawyer 
cites Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18 
when he says in answer to Jesus, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself”  (Luke 10:27).  And as 
is often the case, Jesus responds in such a 
way that may seem contradictory to 
“salvation by grace” theology.  He says, 
“You have answered correctly; do this, and 
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you will live” (Luke 10:28).  But yet again, 
this seems to contradict our theology not 
because Jesus is teaching works salvation 
but because we misunderstand what He’s 
saying as well as misunderstanding the 
standard of God.  That is to say, was Jesus 
misleading this lawyer by saying, “do this 
and you will live?”  Is this not the very same 
thing that was said to Adam in the garden?  
Or to Israel at Mt. Sinai?  Of course it was – 
do this and live, or to put it in the negative, 
do this and die.  This is not deceptive on the 
part of Jesus nor is it disingenuous.  God 
requires 100% obedience and if the lawyer 
could do such, he would live.  This is the 
importance and the glory of Jesus fulfilling 
the covenant of works on our behalf!  
Remember, the question that brings up this 
parable, after all, is the question found in 
Luke 10:25, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  This is the question 
Jesus is answering.  This should remind you 
of another time when Jesus was asked this 
same question by the rich young ruler in 
Matthew 19:16, “Teacher, what good deed 
must I do to have eternal life?”   
 In both of these cases, Jesus is getting 
to the heart of the matter.  Both the rich, 
young ruler as well as the lawyer incorrectly 
believed that they had obeyed the law.  They 
thought they met the standard to merit 
God’s favor.  In the case of the rich, young 
ruler, Jesus then gave him a command to 
reveal the state of his heart.  And in that 
situation, the young man went away sad.  In 
this parable, rather than a command, Jesus 
tells a parable to reveal the heart of the 
lawyer – to reveal that, in fact, the lawyer 
had not loved the Lord his God or His 
neighbor.  Jesus saw the heart of the man for 
what it was.  Might it be a surprise that 
Jesus didn’t answer the question in this way, 
“Believe in me and you shall be saved?”  Isn’t 
that what the Scriptures everywhere teach?  
Who of you wouldn’t love for someone to ask 
you that direct of a question?  How easy 
would evangelism be if someone said, “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”  That’s 
easy!  “Believe in Jesus!”  But Jesus doesn’t 
start there.  He knows that this man needs to 

understand his own need.  He needs to be 
faced with the law – the very law he thinks 
he has upheld but has broken; this is the 
purpose of the parable on a grand scale.  And 
fitting with Jesus’ teaching throughout the 
Sermon on the Mount, He shows the full 
extent of the law.  He shows the depth and 
the breadth of the law of God.  In particular, 
He doesn’t allow the lawyer to define his 
“neighbor” in some abstract way deceiving 
himself that he has somehow fulfilled the law 
of God.   
 In an attempt to justify himself, the 
lawyer asks Jesus in Luke 10:29, “And who is 
my neighbor?”  Part of the power of this 
parable is in the disjunction between the 
question asked and the answer given.  
Certainly, the answer to the question that the 
lawyer asks is that no limits can be placed on 
the definition of “neighbor.”  But notice how 
the point is made.  Jesus never really 
answers the question.  As a matter of fact, 
the lawyer is asking about the “neighbor” as 
the object of the question; that is, who is his 
neighbor that he should love.  But in the 
parable, the neighbor is not the victim in the 
road.  This would be the case if there were a 
direct link between the question and answer.  
In the parable, the neighbor is the one who 
stops to help.  The neighbor is the 
Samaritan.  Therefore, when Jesus says at 
the end of the parable in application, “You 
go, and do likewise” (Luke 10:37), He is 
saying to the lawyer, “You shouldn’t even ask 
the question, ‘who is my neighbor?’, you are 
to be the neighbor!”  He tells this Jewish 
lawyer that he should be like the Samaritan.  
The Samaritan has been the proper 
neighbor.  It wasn’t the priest; it wasn’t the 
Levite – arguably the very people who should 
have stopped to help – it wasn’t them who 
loved and showed mercy, but it was the 
Samaritan – the very one who was often 
despised and hated by the very people he 
stopped to help.   
 And in another interesting twist, the 
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lawyer who asks the question is shown that 
he, in fact, relates better to the one who is 
half-dead in need of help rather than with 
the one who helped.  How often does the 
Scripture do that?  It turns the circumstances 
to show that the very ones who thought they 
were in the right, were the very ones in need 
of help.  It is like the Pharisee of Luke 18 who 
said, “God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector.”  He was right 
in that he wasn’t like them – but the tragedy 
is that this Pharisee (the one who thought he 
was righteous) wasn’t justified while the tax 
collector who cried out, “God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner” (Luke 18:13), went to his house 
a justified man!   
 This Good Samaritan had no 
relationship with this half dead man that 
would require him or motivate him to help.  
They were not of the same ethnic group; they 
were not related biologically; and as 
mentioned earlier, the Jews often despised 
his race.  And yet, he stopped and showed 
mercy.  He was the neighbor.  How does one 
love their neighbor and how is that neighbor 
defined?  Here’s Jesus’ answer – be that 
neighbor.  Be the one who shows mercy 
without regard to the one in need.  Franz 
Leenhardt says it this way, “One cannot 
define one’s neighbor; one can only be a 
neighbor.”  Isn’t that part of the point here?  
Simon Kierkegaard says it beautifully and 
poignantly, “To love one’s neighbor means, 
while remaining within the earthly 
distinctions allotted to one, essentially to will 
to exist equally for every human being 
without exception.”  Isn’t that something we, 
in our culture of narcissism, need to hear?  
This is a powerful parable shifting the focus 
away from ourselves – away from the 
question of defining boundaries so we don’t 
have to help to putting the focus on others 
for whom we exist to serve?  Seriously?!!  To 
be selfless?  Who knew, right?   
 And finally, while this parable 
certainly is about discipleship, teaching the 
people of God what it means to love, I do 
think we would be remiss not to mention the 
application it has to the Gospel, that One did 
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perfectly fit the description of a neighbor.  
Again, the purpose of this parable is not 
to teach us what Jesus did – it is, in fact, 
to teach us how to live.  And yet, as 
others have stated, I do not think it is 
illegitimate allegorizing to stretch the 
application to Jesus Christ.  After all, is 
He not the One of whom Paul speaks in 
Romans 5:6-8, “For while we were still 
weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly.  For one will scarcely die for a 
righteous person – though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die 
– but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us”?   It was, in fact, Jesus “who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men.  And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.”   
 Praise God for His indescribable 
gift!  May we then, as these parables 
teach, and by the power of the Spirit of 
Christ in us, now live in a manner worthy 
of our calling!   
  
  
 


